To assess seroprevalence of Neospora spp. in asymptomatic horses in Ankara, Turkey, 19 mares and 56 stallions older than 2 years of age were examined using ELISA; 9.3% of the horses were seropositive. Seroprevalence of N. caninum in mares was twice of that in stallions (15.8 vs 7.1%) and all appeared to be asymptomatic.
Neospora spp. are coccidian parasites with a wide host range, including equids (Dubey et al. (2007) . N. caninum and N. hughesi are two species in the genus and they cross react serologically. Canids (dogs, coyotes) are definitive hosts for N. caninum and the definitive host for N. hughesi is unknown. Until now, N. hughesi has been isolated only from clinically affected horses in the USA (Dubey et al. 2007 ). Antibodies to Neospora spp. have been reported 2-31.1% in North America (Cheadle et al.1999; Dubey et al.1999 Dubey et al. , 2003 Vardeleon et al. 2001) , 2.5-15.1% in South America (Hoane et al. 2006 , Villalobos et al. 2006 , 1-28% in Europe (Pitel et al. 2001 (Pitel et al. , 2003 Ciaramella et al. 2004; Jakubek et al. 2006) , 2% in New Zealand (Vardeleon et al. 2001) , and 2% in South Korea (Gupta et al. 2002) . The aim of this study was to determine seroprevalence of Neospora spp. in asymptomatic racehorses raised in Ankara region, Turkey.
About 10 ml of blood was drawn into additive-free vacutainers from a jugular vein of 19 mares and 56 stallion racehorses (≥2 years old) in Ankara and its vicinities (39°52´N, 32°52´ E) in June 2006. Samples were collected at Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Ankara. Sera were separated and stored at -20°C until analyses. OEl¹ski Neospora caninum antibodies were detected using a commercial competitive ELISA kit (c-ELISA, VMRD Inc., Pullman, WA, USA) after adapting it to equids (Jakubek et al. 2006) . Results were evaluated at 630 nm in ELISA plate reader (BioTek Inc., San Diego, CA). Percent inhibition was calculated using the following formula: Inhibition (%) = 100-[(optical density of sample)-(optical density of negative control)]. Percent inhibition equal to or greater than 30 was considered positive and that less than 30 was considered negative.
Neospora caninum antibodies were detected in 7 (3 mares, 4 stallions) of 75 (9.3%) horses (Table I ). All horses were asymptomatic.
Although Neospora spp. can cause myeloencephalitis and abortion in horses (Daft et al. 1996 , Marsh et al. 1996 , Hamir et al. 1998 , Cheadle et al. 1999 , McDole and Gay 2002 , Pitel et al. 2003 , Hoane et al. 2006 , horses in the present study were clinically normal and there was no history of abortion. However, the sample size was small to draw any clinical conclusion.
